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The views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual contributors, and do not necessarily represent the views 
of Park United Reformed Church, but I wonder if anyone ever reads this bit. 
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Minister’s Letter 

7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU 

Dear Friends, 

Advent is always great time of preparation, as we 
prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ. Often at this 
time of year it can feel as though we are rushing 
from one thing to another, desperately searching for 
the right gift for the special people in our lives.  

Taking time out to reflect on all the good things in our lives can be 
tricky, it takes a concerted effort to step back, but it is worth taking time 
to reflect on the real meaning of Christmas. God chose to become 
‘one of us’ in the person of Jesus Christ, God chose to reveal ‘the way’. 
It is my prayer that in the midst of our busy lives, the peace of Christ 
might be at the very centre of our celebrations. 

We began our Advent period with our Christmas Fair, which was a 
great community event and a real team effort with volunteers in the 
kitchen and serving refreshments, other volunteers helping on the stalls 
and a huge team of volunteers helping to set up and to pack 
everything away at the end of the afternoon. The Guides who helped 
decorate the halls on the Thursday before the fair also deserve a 
mention. Well done to you all and thank you! 

We celebrate a special birthday for Rev Mike Jackson, with a surprise 
party on 3rd December with friends from church, from Rotary and 
Mike’s family. Mike was minister of Park URC from 1978 - 2001 and is 
enjoying retirement in the Lake District, earlier this year Mike celebrated 
the 50th anniversary of his ordination as a Minister of Word and 
Sacrament. 

At the end of the year, we often find ourselves reflecting on the past 
twelve months and looking forward to all that the New Year might have 
to offer. Messy Church has become an established part of our regular 
worship along with our monthly ‘songs of praise’ services in Lakeside 
Care Home.  

Last year we were preparing for two weddings - Nigel and Barbara 
McAlister celebrate their first wedding anniversary on 5th December 
and Matt and Steph Barkley celebrate their first wedding anniversary 
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on 19th December. We pray for both couples and for many more 
happy years of marriage. 

We are blessed at Park URC to have so many people sent by God and 
we pray especially for the new worshippers who have joined us during 
the past year. We rejoice in the news that one of our teenagers, Amy 
Weston, feels called to be baptised by immersion in 2017.  

During the past twelve months we have seen a number of members 
move house, though most of these have not moved very far, we hold 
them in our thoughts and prayers as they settle into their new homes: 
the Connell family, Doreen Durrant, Gaye and Ray Rees. It was great to 
see Hilary Applegate at our Christmas Fair this year. We also pray for 
Jane and Mark Bennett, after many complications, they have moved 
near Lampeter in Wales. 

We give thanks to all who have served as elders in the past twelve 
months and we pray for Carrie King, Enala Bhebhe and Charlotte 
Blackburn who are returning as serving elders. All three will be inducted 
as serving elders on Sunday 8th January 2017. We also welcome John 
Davey onto the Finance and General Purposes Committee, which 
oversees our finances and buildings. 

Whatever plans God has for us in 2017, may we all know the light of 
Christ in our lives and the guidance of the Holy Spirit: 

‘Out of the fullness of his grace he has blessed us all, giving us one 
blessing after another. God gave the Law through Moses, but grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ.’ (John 1:16-17) 

May God bless you as you celebrate Christ this Christmas! 

Yours in Christ, 

Robert 
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Family News 

We begin our family news this month with the sad news of the death of 
Eileen Day on 11th November. The service of thanksgiving for Eileen will 
be at Park URC on Monday 28th November at 2.45pm; Eileen had 
requested that everyone wears colourful clothing, nothing too sombre.  

During November we celebrated a service of dedication for Daniel and 
Isaac Whittle and we pray for God’s blessing on all the family. We 
rejoiced with Sylvia Wise on the arrival of another great grandchild. We 
also rejoiced with Phoebe Mann, who was elected a Fellow of the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors and also an accredited Civil 
and Commercial Mediator. We also gave thanks for David Wong’s 
book entitled ‘Intimate Conversations with God ‘.  

Doreen Durrant moved into her new home off Woodlands Avenue on 
4th November, whilst Gaye and Ray Rees moved to their new home in 
Twyford a week later.   

We give thanks to God for all who serve our church as Elders and in 
other roles and pray for those being nominated for service at the end 
of November.  

We remember in our prayers all those recovering from or receiving 
treatment, including Vera McPhillips, Simon King, Ruth Clark, Dulcie 
Sims, Linda Fenwick, Pat Fuller, Thelma Butler and Ken Curtis’ daughter, 
Kay.  

 Bob Dewing 

Letters 

Gaye and Ray wish to thank you all for your good wishes and cards on 
their moving to Twyford (same telephone number). 

No doubt we shall get ourselves sorted some time but still at present 
surrounded by lots of boxes!   

…also many thanks to all who supported the Traidcraft stall at the 
November Christmas Fayre and I am happy to report that £253 was 
taken which was in addition to the special orders I also supplied. 
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Park URC Donations to Charity 

Each Christmas, the Church Meeting makes donations to charity. Over 
the years we have chosen an international charity, a national charity 
and a local charity. This year is no exception and we have agreed to 
donate £650 to each charity.  This year’s beneficiaries are: 

 International charity - Leprosy Mission    
 National charity – Freedom from Torture   
 Local charity – Aspire 2 

In addition to these donations from church funds, our Christmas Day 
collection will go to Christian Aid to support their refugee appeal.  

Our International Charity – The Leprosy Mission 

Leprosy Mission are an international Christian development organisation 
that diagnoses, treats and offers 
specialist care, including 
reconstructive surgery, to leprosy 
patients. The aim is to transform and 
empower the lives of people 
affected by leprosy. 

Leprosy is a disease of poverty and as well as providing healthcare, we 
offer rehabilitation, education, vocational training, small business loans, 
housing and fresh water supplies and sanitation to tens of thousands of 
people each year. We provide a springboard to restored health, self-
sufficiency and renewed hope. Our services are provided regardless of 
religion or ethnicity, promoting equality and social justice. 

How much does it cost to cure leprosy? 

…just £24 – the treatment itself costs nothing, because the drugs are 
donated by the pharmaceutical company Novartis free of charge, so 
the only cost is the cost of transporting the medicines plus the 
necessary care provided at a clinic or outpatients’ department. 

…so our donation this year will totally cure 27 leprosy sufferers. 
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Our National Charity – Freedom from Torture  

Freedom from Torture, formerly the Medical Foundation for the Care of 
Victims of Torture, has been working for more than 30 years to provide 
direct clinical services to survivors of torture who arrive in the UK, as well 
as striving to protect and promote their 
rights.  

Since its inception, over 50,000 individuals 
have been referred for help.  

Thanks to the dedication of staff and 
volunteers – as well as scores of passionate 
supporters and funders – thousands of 
torture survivors have been able to rebuild 
their lives in incredibly difficult 
circumstances. 

Our Local Charity – Aspire 2 

Aspire 2 are a charity established through the 
efforts of head teachers and governors in the 10 
South Reading schools which form the 'Whitley 
Excellence Cluster' (WEC).  

The charity was established to support the 
Whitley Excellence Cluster and activities in and 
around the Whitley community. 

We work alongside many other organisations to 
support the running of trips and events 
throughout the year for those in and around the 
Whitley community.  

Funds raised by the charity support 3 key areas:   

 Development of a residential site at Ufton Court 
 Annual WhitFest event 
 Holiday and after school activities for the community 
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The Christian Aid Christmas Appeal  

Last month in a short article I invited 
you to help make Park Church a 
‘beacon of hope to light the way for 
those who at this time the world is a 
very dark place’.  

Of course this appeal is asking you to 
give money, but it is to help people to rebuild their lives, so I should 
need make no apology for that request. These are the ordinary people 
who are fleeing from extreme violence in many parts of the world.  

Often they have no money or possessions and have had horrific 
experiences. Sadly, none of us can erase the memory of the appalling 
things that these people have suffered but with your help we can light 
the way to a better future.  

Christian Aid, working alongside other very professional organisations, 
has the expertise and local knowledge to be able to target assistance 
effectively and economically.  

You are again reminded of the story of Jesus’ birth, which we celebrate 
at Christmas. Where there was no safe place for him to be born, only a 
rough shelter; and soon after they too had to became refugees to flee 
the extreme violence of Herod. 

There will be a short presentation during some of our morning services in 
Advent where you will have the opportunity to hear more.  

If you wish to respond and donate there will be envelopes available in 
church until after the Christmas period. You are kind and generous 
people but if you want to know more I will always do my best to answer 
questions. Thank you. 

Chris Gayford 
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Christmas Craft Day  

On a dreary November 
Saturday, a group of 11 ladies met 
to make cards with Ginny 
Williams. We had a lovely few hours 
nattering, laughing, sticking and 
creating. 

We agreed it was good to take some 
time out from our normal busy 
schedules to make something that 
we wouldn't otherwise do at 
home. 

The photo shows some of the 
people who attend the November card making day and the cards 

and gift bags they made. 

For the next event, come and make a Christmas 
Wreath or a Fabric Suffolk-Puff Tree on Saturday 
17th December 2016 at 11.30am – 3.30pm in 
David’s Hall 

Spend the day with us, making great decorations 
that will last.  

 Materials and some equipment provided. 
 No experience needed, just a willingness ‘to have a go’. 
 Refreshments available throughout the day. 

£15.00 per person. Please book your place in advance with Suzy 
Weston Either by emailing;  svweston7@gmail.com Or phone/text;  
07582113563 

On the day you will need to bring your lunch  plus any equipment (such 
as scissors and sewing kit)  or resources you might like to use in addition 
to those provided 

Suzy Weston  
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Park Christmas Fair 2016 

With thanks to all who made the 
Fair so special… 

Our opener; Anoushka Bellamy 
from Radio Berkshire,  

Our entertainers; the Reading 
Spring Gardens Band and Earley 
St. Peters School Choir,  

All who helped plan, set up, 
donate, sell, buy, clear up, wash 
up …and of course, our very own 
very Capable Catering Crew. 
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Park Christmas Nativity Play 



page 12 

Big Shift: Banks 

The next phase of Christian Aid’s Big Shift campaign launches in early 
November.  

Phase one was focused on 
coal: after 3 months of 
campaigning, over 50,000 
signatures on the petition, 
stunts outside parliament 
and local lobbyist 
meetings, the government 
announced the complete phase out of coal by 2025.   

Phase two is the Big Church Switch that will continue through church 
networks as mentioned above.  

The next phase is to engage with the biggest banks in the UK who are 
fuelling climate change with their investments and loans to fossil fuel 
companies.  

We all know that to meet our climate commitments we must break our 
dependence on fossil fuels and power our economy through low 
carbon solutions, and that we know that we need to do it as quickly as 
possible.  

The pledges made by countries in Paris last December as part of the 
global climate agreement, when added together, put us on track to for 
a temperature rise of 2.7 degrees Celsius.  

To limit it to 1.5 degrees – which is what the world’s most vulnerable 
communities require of us - we can’t wait, we need to start acting now.  

Resources for the next part of the campaign are now in final 
development, and will launch with an e-action to bank CEOs in early 
November.  

This will be followed up with face to face training and further resources 
for campaigners and congregations in early 2017 
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University of Reading Christmas Carol Service 

Monday 7 December, 6.00pm The Great Hall, London Road campus. 

You are invited to you to celebrate Christmas with a candle-lit carol 
service in the historic setting of the University’s Great Hall.  

Our annual carol service is hosted by the University of Reading and 
University Chaplaincy, with readings by staff and students and musical 
performances from the University’s Chamber Choir.  

Admission is free and is open to staff, students and the wider university 
community. Please confirm your attendance by registering online. 

Chaplaincy Team 

Zimbabwe Peace Project 

Christian Aid partner Zimbabwe 
Peace Project (ZPP) collects 
information on human rights abuses 
based on reports from ZPP long-term 
community based human rights 
monitors, who observe and record 
cases of human rights violations in the 
constituencies they reside.  

ZPP deploys a total of 420 community-based primary peace monitors 
(two per each of the 210 electoral constituencies of Zimbabwe).  

The monitors compile reports that are then consolidated at the national 
office into the ZPP Monthly Monitoring Report.  
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Wessex and South Western Synods’ Big Day Out 

Saturday 1st July 2017.    

The Burgate School, Fordingbridge, Hants. SP6 1EZ  

 “The Big Day Out” will be a fun, celebration day out for all members, 
friends, and young people from all of the churches in the Wessex and 
South Western Synods. Put the date – Saturday 1st July 2017 – in your 
diary now! Here is a brief overview of what is being planned. Further 
news will follow, at roughly monthly 
intervals, giving more details as they 
are finalised. 

The Venue – The Burgate School in 
Fordingbridge 

This secondary Academy for young 
people aged 11-18 has a wide range 
of modern facilities and buildings set 
in beautiful green space. The whole 
site is on a single level, so there will be no stairs to climb, and there will 
be plenty of room for everyone and for all the activities being planned. 

The Theme – “Feasts and Festivals” 

In line with the URC’s national theme for 2017, our theme will be “Feasts 
and Festivals”. 

What will be happening? 

There are a whole range of activities being planned for the Day, with 
something interesting for you and for everyone. You can choose which 
activities you take part in, which exhibitions you would like to visit, or 
simply sit down quietly and chat to other people there, from churches 
all over the Wessex and South Western Synods. The activities listed 
below are just some of those being planned – others will be added over 
the next few months. 

Big Day Out Organising Committee 
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Christians Against Poverty 

Volunteers needed by Christians Against 
Poverty who provide an award winning, life 
changing debt-relief service.  

1 in 3 of our clients have seriously considered or 
attempted suicide due to the stress of debt. 

We bring hope where people often feel 
hopeless. If you would like to volunteer for our 
team and visit clients in Reading with us, please contact Steve Olney 
on 07721 018567 or steveolney@capuk.org  -  No qualifications are 
required, but a friendly personality is ideal.  www.capuk.org  

Henley Christmas Event 

Bringing the community of Henley together with Carols & Christmas 
Cheer on Wednesday 7th December at 8.00 pm will be the Reading 
Community Gospel Choir, with a Christmas message from the Bishop of 
Oxford, Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft at  Henley Town Hall. 

Arts Mission 

Arts Mission – Do you (or anyone you know) work in the creative 
industries (film, photography, theatre, dance, music, writing or any 
arts)?  

Then help them find out more about Arts Mission gatherings and mission 
work by contacting artsmission@gmail.com  or phone 07799 122608. 

Rob 
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Stories for Change - Bangladesh 

Heavy and persistent rainfall since mid-July forced hundreds of 
thousands of people in northern Bangladesh to abandon their homes in 
August. The downpours caused extensive damage to tens of thousands 
of houses, and to water sources, food stores, farmland and roads.   

Christian Aid led a £250,000 multi-agency 
response (including Oxfam and Concern 
Worldwide) financed by the Start Fund for 
the 3.5 million people who were affected. 
Christian Aid’s local partners distributed relief 
packages to more than 17,000 people. These 
parcels included food, soap, disinfectant, 
tarpaulin and groundsheets, female sanitary 
items, rehydration tablets, cooking utensils 
and cash, to enable people to purchase 
other essentials.  

Christian Aid partner Christian Commission for 
development in Bangladesh (CCDB) is 
helping groups to have steady markets and secure incomes. 

As climate change brings more extreme and unpredictable weather to 
Bangladesh, disrupting lives and livelihoods, people are looking for 
alternative ways to earn a living, instead of solely relying on farming 
and fishing.  

Women in Barishal district have turned to embroidery, weaving and 
basket-making not only to provide a means of creativity and self-
expression, but also to generate a valuable income.  

The items are handmade, using simple tools rather than mass 
production methods, thereby increasing their value and income 
generating potential. CCDB is helping these women to find a market for 
their produce. It also supports them to organise and come together, so 
that they can negotiate with buyers from a position of strength. Making 
a living from handicrafts used to be a challenge. Now that the market is 
steady, life is starting to change.  
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Rail Pastors  

Rail Pastors needed to patrol Reading West and Twyford Stations and 
be available for vulnerable people for a couple of hours during the day 
and early 
evening.  

 

If you are 
interested in 
knowing 
more about 
this amazing 
ministry, 
please 
contact Sally 
Leonard, 
Coordinator, email reading@streetpastors.org.uk 

Elders’ Development Sessions  

I am pleased to confirm that there will be three Elders’ Development 
sessions early next year.  To book a place on any of these sessions, 
please contact Ruth Heine at the synod office. 

At London Street URC, Basingstoke, RG21 7NU. 10am to 2pm.  (Arrivals 
from 9.30am for 10am start)   

 Calling and Functions – Saturday 28 January 2017 
 Pastoral Care and Mission – Saturday 18 February 2017 
 Prayer, Spirituality & Worship – Saturday 4 March 2017  

Please bring your own lunch. 

Ruth Heine  
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Church Contacts 

Minister: 

Rev Robert Weston office: 0118 926 5003 
    
   e-mail: minister@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Secretary: 

Roger Clark    
   e-mail: churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Centre Manager:  

Julie Cameron  phone: 0845 463 6426 
   e-mail: centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 
 

Magazine Editor: 

Rod King     
   e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: www.parkurc.org.uk 

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many 
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we 
support, with links to even more helpful websites. 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  
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Regular Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 
  Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
  Holy Communion  (1st Sunday) 
 3.00 pm  Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month) 
 3.45 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 
 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 
Monday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.30 am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 5.15 pm Beaver Scouts 
 6.45 pm Cub Scouts  
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
Tuesday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 10:00 am  Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks) 
 10.30 am Fitness Pilates 
 1.00 pm Cranberry College (Sept-Mar term time) 
 2.15 pm  Friendship Club  
 2:00 pm  Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 
 7:30 pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7.30 pm Badminton Club (Sept – March) 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
 8.15 pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 
Wednesday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.00 am Morning Prayers 
 9:30 am Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly) 
 10.00 am Park 60+ Exercise  (12 noon seated session) 
 12.00 pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2.00 pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 
 5.00 pm Beavers 
 7.00 pm Scouts 
Thursday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9;45 am Tuneful Tales 
 10.30 am  Reading MenCap 
 2.00 pm  U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 
 2.00 pm Active Living Tai Chi 
 2:00 pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month) 
 5:30 pm  Brownies 
 5.30 pm Rainbows 
  7.15 pm  Guides 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
Friday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.45 am  Zumba Fitness Class 
 6.30pm Pilots 

Saturday 
9.00 am 
9.30am 

The Allenova Ballet School 
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community 
Group 

 10.00 Parenthesis Choir 
 4.00pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
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